(19) 



JAPANESE PATENT OFFICE 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

(1 1 ) Publication number: 0731 1 780 A 
(43) Date of publication of application: 28.11.95 



(51) IntCI 



G06F 17/30 



(21) Application number 06128176 

(22) Date of filing: 18.05.94 



(71) Applicant 

(72) Inventor: 



CANON INC 

HI ROTA MAKOTO 
rro SHIRO 
SHIBATA SHOGO 
UEDA TAKANARI 
IKEDA YUJI 
FUJITA MINORU 



(54) INFORMATION RETRIEVAL DEVICE AND 
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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide an information retrieval device 
capable of taking out a document relating to the 
document defined as an object in a form capable of 
discriminating the importance degree. 

CONSTITUTION: This information retrieval device is 
provided with a disk device 104 for storing a citing 
relation data base where mutual citing relation among 
the documents is described and a central processing unit 
102 for performing the processings of judgement and 
arithmetic operations, etc., based on a control program 
stored in a control memory 101. The central processing 
unit 102 retrieves the citing relation data base based on 
a retrieval . program, performs the processing for 
extracting the documents relating to the document 
defined as the object and performs the processing for 
ranking the extracted documents in the order of the 
importance degrees based on a ranking program. 
Evaluation for the importance degree is performed based 
on the number of times of citing the document. 
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